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COMMENTS ~===mmm == e mmm e e Ramona Esbeck

Little did I realize the time commitment involved when I
decided in April of this year (1983) that the time was long
over due in getting into print the 'Genealogy of the Lars N.
Esbeck Family". I don't recall exactly when I first became
interested in learning more about the "Esbeck" history but
I started collecting informatlion over 15 years ago. The time
dedicated to it, however, was very little compared to the thou-
sand or more hours put in this year.

My only regret is that I or someone else didn't get seri-
ous about doing this many years earlier. So little is actually
known about the life and personalities of Niels Jensen Esbeck
and Metta Marie Poulsdatter, their 8 children, Christina Soren-
sen and her family backgrourd.

Future reseachers will, no doubt, be recording family his-
tory on tape recorders and computer micro film. The important
thing is that it is done. It 1s gratifying to know that re-
searching family history i1s one of the leading hobbies today.

I can well understand why. One broadens their appreciation of
America and its ploneers and feels a new relationship with one's
ancestors and relatives living today.

While this research has left many blanks and unanswered
questions, hopefully it is a start for future family researchers.

I want to THANK everyone who responded to my request for
additional and up-to-date information and pictures of thelr
family. Only with these responses and help could the informa-
tion contained here be accurate, as complete as it is, and of
interest and value to the descendants of the Niels Jensen Esbeck
family and Christina Sorensen and Lars N. Esbeck descendants.

A speclal thanks must also go to Annette Johnson Andersen,
Thelma Esbeck Wehde, and Craig Esbeck for theilr narratives, and
Kay Ann Esbeck Sonksen North for her help in editing this Publi-
cation.
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* Esbeck farm was near Brovst

+ Sorensen farm was near Swenstrup



This map of the BROVST area wac in a sublication "BROVST
SOGNS SPAREKASSE" 1869 - 1969. Note location of Esbeck
farm.,

This 1is the Lutheran Church at Brovst where Lars and
his brothers and sisters were baptized. Taken in 1978.



FIRST AND SECOND KNOWN GENERATION OF THE "ESBECK" FAMILY
IN DENMARK

FIRST GENERATION

NIELS MADSEN married MAREN PEDERSDATTERS (Peter's
Residence: Brovst, Denmark daughter)

Occupation: Farming

The only information known about this couple is that their engagement
was announced on June 15, 1764. The person who arranged this engage-
ment was Soren Vognsen. Until 1779 marriages in Denmark were by
arrangement only. Engagements and marriages had to be overseen by

a Pastor and five Witnesses and weddings had to be announced two Sun-
days prior to marriage.

Niels Madsen was married a second time, to Anna Vognsdatter, but from
his first marriage we know he had at least one son, Jens. Note Bap-
tismal Certificate on the next page. The father's first name in the
1700's determined the last name. "Jens" would be known as Jens Nielsen.

SECOND GENERATION

JENS NIELSEN married ANNA MARTE PEDERSDATTER

b- 1767, Brovst, Denmark b- 1774
d-30 Mar 1823 engagement announced- 22 Jan 1802
Occupation: Farming d- 1845

Parents: Peder Jensen and Anna
Nielsdatter (Anna was born 1734
and died 1795)

Little 1is known about the lives of Jens and Anna Marle Nielsen. They
had two daughters: Marie, born in 1803 and Maren, born in 1805; and
one son, Niels, born in 1807. It is speculated that the two girls

did not survive into adulthood as no more information is availabe about
them., Fortunately their son Niels was of hardy stock, for he grew up
to father eight children. He and his wife and seven of their children
traveled to the United States.

Children:
MARIE (born in 1803)

MAREN (born in 1805)

NIELS JENSEN (ESBECK)
b- 1807
d-9 Apr 1891



LANDSARKIVET 6
FOR N@ORREJYLLAND

NIELS JENSEN ESBECK'S FATHER'S BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE

Daabsattest

Ar 1767 (sytten hundrede og syv og tresindstyve). Mikkels-
dag dgbtes 1 Brovst Kirke Niels Mad.sens og Maren Pedersdatters Barn
JENS af Brovst (Fgdselsdagen ixke anfgrt).

_— >

D)

At dette er i Overensstemmelse med Tilferslen ¢ den her i Arkivel opbevarede Kirkebog
1728-1814 for Brovst & Svenistrup Sogne, =---- Pster Ean =---Herred,

bevidnes paa Embeds Vegne.

Viborg, den 22 .November 1923.




THIRD KNOWN GENERATION - NIELS JENSEN ESBECK

NIELS JENSEN ESBECK

b-15 Apr 1807, Brovst, Jutland,
Denmark

d-9 Apr 1891, at home of son, Peter,

Sharon Twp., Audubon County, Iowa

buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery
O-Farming

Parents- Jens Nielsen and Anna Marie

METTA MARIE POULSDATTER

b-15 Aug 1809, Jutland, Denmark
» Brovst, Denmark
d-27 Aug 1880, Bear Grove Twp.,
Guthrie County, Iowa
Parents- Christian Poul Storgaard
and Karen Christensdatter

Pedersdatter
CHILDREN SPOUSES
JOHN N, ESBECK LORINDA DEWEY
b- 1836, Brovst, Denmark b- 1836
d- m-30 June 1869
burled- d-29 Sept 1903

O-Carpenter and Farmer

CHRISTEN (CHRIS) N. ESBECK
b-3 June 1837, Brovst, Denmark
d-3 Mar 1888. Oa.kfield Mo ]

Audubon County, Iowa
buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery
O-Farming

KAREN MARIE ESBECK

b-11 July 1838, Brovst, Denmark
d-6 May 1922

buried- both Atlantic Cemetery

ANDREW N. ESBECK

b-18 July 1843, Brovst, Denmark

d-5 Dec 1937, Watsonville, CA

buried- Pioneer Cemetery,
Watsonville, CA

O-Farmer and Inventor

ANNA N. ESBECK
b-2 May 1845, Brovst, Denmark
d-24 Jan 1895, Torslev, Denmark

buried- Torslev Cemetery, Denmark

2.

2.

KIRSTEN (CATHERINE) MORTENSEN

b- » Denmark
mn- » Brovst, Denmark
d- 1887, Oakfield Twp.,

Audubon County, Iowa

NELS BERTEL (NELS B.) CHRISTENSEN
b-22 Mar 1843, Jutlamd, Denmark
m- Apr 1871

d-4 Jan 1923
O-Farming

MAREN CHRISTINA CHRISTENSEN

b-11 June 1846, Denmark

m- Jan 1868, Brovst, Denmark

d-8 Dec 1912, Watsonville, CA

buried- Pioneer Cemetery, Watsonville, CA

ANNA M.

m-
d-15 July 1960

JENS ANDREAS JENSEN

b-1 Oct 1838

m-27 Dec 1867, Brovst, Denmark
d-28 May 1872

JENS PETER NIELSEN
b-14 July 1848
m- 1874
d-16 Febr 1941




LARS N. ESBECK

b-1 Nov 1848, Brovst, Jutland,
Denmark
d-6 Oct 1946, at home of daughter,
Sena, Oakfield Township,
Audubon County, Iowa

buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery

O-Farming Guthrie and Audubon
Counties

PETER N, ESBECK 1.

b-21 May 1850, Brovst, Jutland,
Denmaxrk

d-5 Febr 1939
buried- Elk Horn Cemetery 2.
O-Farming

MARTIN N, ESBECK

b-18 July 1852, Brovst, Jutland,
Denmaxk
d-2 Apr 1931, Kimballton, Iowa

buried- both Kimballton Cemetery
O-Hardware and Automobile Business

KJERSTINE MARIE (CHRISTINA) SORENSEN

b-2 Oct 1855, Swenstrup, Jutland,
Denmark
mn-19 July 1874, Atlantic, Iowa

d-28 July 1926, at home in Elk Horn, Iowa

LENA PETERSEN

b-
m- 1876
Divorced

MARTINA (MARTHA) PAULSEN
b-26 Sept 1861
m-14 Aug 1886

d-1 Jan 1932
buried- Elk Horn Cemetery

ELSIE MARIE CHRISTENSEN

b-15 Jan 1865
m-6 Mar 1883
d-7 Nov 1925, Kimballton, Iowa



NIELS JENSEN ESBECK FAMILY

PARENTS

CHILDREN
Composite Photo

Left to right:

John, Andrew, Lars, Karen Marie, Martin, Anna, Chris, Peter
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FOUR BROTHERS and ONE SISTER
of the
NIELS JENSEN ESBECK FAMILY

WITH SPOUSES

Approximately 1920

Left to right back - Lars, Martin, John, Peter, Nels B. Christensen

front row - Christina Flsie Marie Martina Karen Marie
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HISTORY OF THE ESBECK NAME

Written by Craig Sidney Esbeck

1983

There are many unanswered questlons concerning the "Esbeck" family
name, Therefore, it is perhaps best to begin with what is known at this
writing and include the significant questions that have arisen from this
research,

It is known that the spelling of the family name varies through his-
tory and across the ocean. Evidence from the early 1800's incicates that
a farm near the village of Brovst in Northern Juland was called "Esbaek",
The farm took its name from a winding, S-shaped brook ("baek" in Danish)
which passed through the property. The owners of this farm who later
emigrated to the United States at some point adopted the name "Esbeck".

In Denmark, members of the same family had their last name legally changed
to "Esbech” in 1924, A copy of this legal document follows this paper
verifying this change in surname.

To understand why differences exist and when they occured it is neces-
sary to look at certain aspects of Danish culture from an historical per-
spective. In Denmark until the mid 19th century surnames were determined
by the father's first name. Using Jens Nielsen as an example, it can be
inferred that his father's first name was Niels and that his sons would
have the surname Jensen (son of Jens) while his daughters would be called
Jensdatter (daughter of Jens). Because so many unrelated people shared a
few common surnames such as Jensen, Hansen, and Nielsen, it was not unusual
to refer to someone by using an unofficial surname that more clearly identi-
fied them. Therefore, the family members who lived on the Esbeck farm were
referred to as Niels "Esbeck" or Anna "Esbeck" even though thelr official
Christian name might have been Jensen.

Records in Denmark indicate that the surname of "Jensen" was used
during the time they lived in Denmark. Records in America show the sur-
name of "Esbeck" added. This could indicate several possible explainations.

Niels Jensen's oldest son John (no doubt "Jens" in Denmark) may have
been given Esbeck as his surname when he was baptized. The oldest son in
Denmark frequently was given the farm name for his surname. John could
have decided to use "Esbeck" on his passport when he went to the United
States in 1862. When his brother Andrew (Andreas) followed in 1865 he,
too, may have decided to follow his brother's example., Andrew returned
to Denmark in 1867 to bring the rest of the family and by this time it
may have been necessary, for officlal consistency, that the entire family
then use the same last name on thelr immigration documents.

This is Jjust an hypotheslis. It could also be that after making the
decision to come to America, the family decided that for a new life in a
new country, a new name was also appropriate. What better choice than
Esbeck, the name of their family farm. In this way they would be taking
with them, at least in spirit, what was probably painfully difficult for
them to leave behind.
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Anna, the daughter who remained in Denmark, although married twice, it
was said that she was identified as Anna Esbeck. In 1924 two of her sons,
one from each of her marriages, declded to legally change their last name
to "Esbech", so there would be Esbecks in Denmark. The reason for the
different spelling is unclear. On both sides of the Atlantic relatives
were surprised to find that the names were not spelled the same. Some
Danish relatives have speculated that there must have simply been a mis-
understanding in early written communication; "K" and "h" can easily be
misread or confused.

It is also possible that when Anna's two sons applied to have their
names changed, they were restricted as to the spelling choices they could
use, In Denmark, certain surnames are protected by law. Originally this
was meant to protect family names that inferred royal connections or privi-
ledged status in soclety. More recently unique last names are restricted
for a number of other reasons. It has been reported by a Danish relative
that Anna's two sons wanted to use the "Esbaek" spelling but were unable
to do so because it was already being used by another family. Instead
they chose the "Esbech" spelling which, as an interesting footnote, is
now a protected surname in Denmark.

There are not many Esbechs left in Denmark. Perhaps around 50 people
st1ll bear the name. When Eva Esbech was married recently, her husband Bo
and their son Christen took the Esbech name. The name, whether spelled
with an "h" or a "k", clearly has significance for all those who descended
from the Esbaek farm in Brovst.
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TWO FAMILIES IN DENMARK CHANGE NAME TO ESBECH

One son from each of Anna's marriages, legally changed their family

surname and that of their children to ESBECH on February 23, 1924,

NIELS CHRISTIAN JENSEN became NIELS CHRISTIAN ESBECH

NIELS LARSEN NIELSEN became NIELS LARSEN ESBECH
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These are only some of the land transactions
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GUTHRIE COUNTY

Guthrie County.

6 5 L 3 2 1} 6 5 4
10 {11 | 12| 7 8 9
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wife.

He sold this to his brother Lars in 1879 for $500.

William A. Reed in 1882 for $1440.

rc.a.r.toll. COs .. __Greene County .. _ _ N
{ D
i ORANGE  |HIGHLAND | DODGE RICHLAND | A
Al L
U L
D — A
Ul S
B .
0 ! UNION VICTORY CASS c
Ny CENT 8
c (’ [ RIE CENTER N
0 ! BEAR GROVE T
. VALLEY | JACKSON | Y
. %
T
[
T
GRANT THOMPSON | BEAVER PENN
Adair County

made by the Esbeck family 1

* Andrew N. Esbeck on Feb
1870 purchased 3% A. (Lot #
SW4, NWi, Sec 30, Twp 79N, :
for $50. 1In 1875 he sold tl
to his father.

#* Niels Jensen Esbeck on
June 15, 1871 purchased 80 .
(s, swi, sec. 22, Twp 79N,
R-33W) for $400. from Geo C
Tallman & wife., He sold th
to son Andrew in 1874 for $

#tJohn N, Esbeck on June
1871 purchased 80 A. (W%, S
Sec 22, Twp 79N, R-33W) fox
$400. from Geo., C. Tallman
Lars sold to

Lars in 1906 purchased 154 & 3/4 A, (NE}, Sec. 27, Twp 80, R-33) f
Perry J. Lansing and wife for $5416.
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PART IT. LARS AND CHRISTINA ESBECK & FAMILY pages 19-38

Lars N. Esbeck age 19 - page 17
Esbeck farm home, 3 miles east of Elk Horn - page 18
Fourth Known Generation, lLars N. Esbeck - pages 19 & 20
Summary of Life' of Lars N, Esbeck by Annette Johnson - pages 21 & 22
Pictures of Christina and lLars N. Esbeck - pages 23 & 24
Tribute to Lars & Christina Esbeck by Thelma Esbeck Wehde - pages 25-28
Pictures:
Lars N. Esbeck and family - page 29
Mary Esbeck and L. W. Johnsons' wedding - page 30
Violet Esbeck and Arthur B. Petersens' wedding - page 31
May 10, 1914 Esbeck gathering - page 32
John P, Johnsons' (Anna Esbeck) and Andrew Esbecks' families-page 33
Wedding pictures of Sena, Emma, Clara, and Violet Esbeck - page ¥4

Willie Esbeck and Sena Hansen and --- wedding pictures of
Andrew and Willie Esbeck - page 35

Cousins - pages 36-38
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LARS N. ESBECK
AGE 19
Taken in 1868
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LARS N, ESBECK FARM HOME - THREE MILES EAST OF ELX HORN 1889

o~

—

ANDREW, WILLIE, LARS, CHRISTINA, ANE KJARSTINE MARY SENA, ANN

holding EMMA | holding LILLY SORNSON

Gramdpa Grandma Great Grandma Sornson

SAME ESBECK FARM HOME - taken

about 1960
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FOURTH KNOWN GENERATION - LARS N, ESBECK

LARS NIELSEN ESBECK married

b-1 Nov 1848, Brovst, Jutland, DK
d-6 Oct 1946, at home of daughter,
Sena Esbeck Mardesen
buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery
O-Farming Guthrle and Audubon
counties in Iowa

CHILDREN

KJERSTINE MARTE (CHRISTINA) SORENSEN

b-2 Oct 1855, Swenstrup, Pr Tranum,
Jutland, Denmark

m-19 July 1874, Atlantic, IA

d-28 July 1926, at home in Elk Horn

SPOUSES

NIELS ESBECK

b- 1875, Bear Grove Twp.,
Guthrie Co., IA

d- 1889 (age 13+)

buried- Elk Horn Cemetery

ANNA ESBECK

b-15 Febr 1877, Bear Grove Twp.,
Guthrie Co., IA

d-10 Nov 1949, Elk Horn, IA

buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery

MARY ESBECK
b-13 Jan 1879, Bear Grove Twp.,
Guthrie Co., IA
d-13 Jan 1950, Jenny BEdmundson
Hosp., Council Bluffs, IA
buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery

ANDREW PETER ESBECK
b-26 June 1881, Bear Grove Twp.,
Guthrie Co., IA
d-1 May 1961, at home of son,
Orville Esbeck
buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery

SENA ESBECK
b-18 Febr 1884, Oakfield Twp.,
Audubon Co., IA
d-21 Oct 1960, Jenny Edmundson
Hosp., Council Bluffs, IA
buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery

JOHN P, JOHNSON

b- 1873
m-5 Mar 1895
d- 1944

LAWRENCE (L. W.) JOHNSON

b-22 Mar 1878, 1li mile southeast
of Elk Horn, IA

m-11 Febr 1903

d-15 Oct 1954, Salem Invalid Home,
Elk Horn, IA

KATHERINE MARIE (TRENA) HANSEN

b-7 Apr 1887

m-11 Mar 1908

d-25 Aug 1973, Salem Invalid Home,
Elk Horn, IA

ED MARDESEN

b-18 Mar 1877 » 2 mlles southeast

of Elk Horn, IA
m-8 Mar 1905
d-14 Apr 1955, at home in Elk Horn
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WILLIAM (WILIE) ESBECK
b-10 May 1886, Oakfield Twp.,

Audubon Co., IA

EMMA KATHRINE ESBECK

b-29 Sept 1888, Oakfield Twp.,
Audubon Co., TA

d-7 Jan 1958, at home in Elk Horn

buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery

CLARA ESBECK

b‘19 Dec 1§ ] Oakfield Twp..
Audubon Co., IA

d-15 May 1970, at home of daughter,
Nadine Campbell

buried- both Elk Horn Cemetery

VIOLET ESBECK
b-29 Sept 1894, Oakfield Twp.,
Audubon Co,, IA

SENA HANSEN

b-23 Dec 1887, 2} miles east of
Elk Horn, IA

m-14 June 1910, at home of bride's
parents

d-31 Dec 1963, at home in Elk Horn

buried- Elk Horn Cemetery

HANS P, PETERSEN
b-4 Oct 1884
m-18 Mar 1908
d-12 Aug 1957

EDMUND (ED) D, MARQUESEN

b-12 Febr 1888

m-4 Sept 1912

d-8 June 1965, at home, Mount
Prospect, IL

ARTHUR (ART) B. PETERSEN

b-30 J&n 18 ] Aldubon CO., IA
m-19 July 1913, Esbeck home farm
d-9 Mar 1978, Orlando, Fla.
buried- Exira Cemetery
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SUMMARY (F THE LIFE (F LARS N. ESBECK

AS GIVEN BY ANNETTE JOHNSON AT ESBECK REUNION 1981

Lars N. Esbeck was born in 1848 on the Esbeck farm near Brovst, in
Jutland, Denmark. When Lars was 14 years old, his brother, John, came to
America where he worked as a carpenter in Pennsylvania. Three years later
another brother, Andrew, came. Andrew was so enthusiastic about America
and what it had to offer that he returned to Denmark two years later to
bring the rest of the family over to.the United States. In February of 1868,
after traveling 30 days on the ocean, Metta Marie, Niels Jensen (Esbeck)
and their five sons: Christen (and his wife and two sons), *Andrew, lars,
Peter, Martin, and a Daughter: XKaren Marie (and her son) arrived in the
United States. Lars was 19 years old at the time. A dawghter, Anna, who
was married stayed in Denmark. Later two of Anna's children came to this
country.

The family came to Genesco, Illinols, where John, the oldest son was
then located. They lived in this area for a year before land was purchas-
ed in Bear Grove Township, Guthrie County, Iowa, which became the home-
stead for the Nilels Jensen Esbeck family.,

Lars and his brother, Peter, went to work for rallroad construction
crews. They worked on the Rock Island Railroad at Casey, Iowa, in 1869.
When wages were cut from $2.00 to $1.75 per day they quit and went to
Minnesota to work on the Northern Pacific Railway. Later they worked
thelr way south helping with the construction of the Memphis and New Or-
leans Railroads. Lars visited the present site of Elk Horn in 1869, al-
though there was no town then. He did remember a log cabin on what we
know as the L. W. Johnson farm 2 miles south of Elk Horn.

In 1973 Lars purchased his first farm in Guthrie County. Sections
of virgin prairie were bought practically for ‘the asking.

In 1874 Lars married Christina Sorensen in Atlantic., They farmed in
Guthrie County for eight years where Nels, Anna, Mary and Andrew were born.
In 1882, thinking that the land further west was more productive, Lars
bought 120 acres for $10.00 an acre in Oakfield Township, Audubon, County.
Lars stated that credit was not an unknown commodity when he first sought
financial backing. Land was plentiful but interest rates were high.
Twenty-five per cent was the common rate but by shopping around, Lars
managed to find a banker who would settle for 12%.

Lars and his wife, Christina, lived on thelr farm three miles east
of Elk Horn for 27 years. The rest of their chlldren were born here -
Sena, Willie, Emma, Clara, and Violet. Lars was a highly successful far-
mer and stockman. He also was prominent in that band of men who realized
the value of roads and raillroads. He was director of the farmer-buillt
and-owned rallroad that served the area.

In 1910 Lars and hils wife retired to live in Elk Horn. They had
seen thelr section of land develop from a vast pralrie wilderness into
a cultivated garden spot. Thelr pioneer labors were successful and they
had amassed sufficient worldly goods to make their declining years com-
fortable.

*Andrew also brought his new bride Maren Christina.
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In 1924 Lars and Christina celebrated their golden wedding anniver-
sary at the home of their son, William, who was now the owner and farmer
of the home place., At this celebration the Elk Horn band came out and
furnished the music. A supper was servd in three courses in a tent
erected on the lawn north of the farm home, It was a fine celebration
and a credit to their children who had arranged the event.

Christina died in 1926 at the age of 70 years. It was said in the
newspaper account of her death - "The deceased was highly respected in
the community. Her dally life was one of sunshine and inspiration to
others. While she has passed from earth, her deeds and cares for the
welfare of others will remaln as a memory of a beautiful Christian life".

In 1935 the Elk Horn newspaper editor interviewed Lars who was then
86. This is what Lars sald at that time - When asked if the farmers of
the present day had as good a chance as those in the 80's to get ahead,
lLars sald, "that there was 1ittle or no credit avallable now. He bought
his first farm and all equipment without money, in fact there wasn't any
real money in those days".

Esbeck also sald that taxes and interest were too high to permit
anyone to get ahead. He thought the Frazier bill should be passed. "And
why shouldn't the farmer have 3% money, instead of letting the lnsurance
companies and loan companies have it at low rates, and then turn the same
money over to the farmers at twice the rate?”

He also favors the government policy of putting needy families on
land and providing them with stock and equipment so that they can becone
self-supporting. But Mr, Esbeck has no sympathy for those on relief who
will not work and save, given the opportunity. "They ought to be put
on the poor farm and made to work there", he said, "Myself, I have work-
ed for 79 years and could still do a 1lick or two if my eyes weren't weak"

When only 6 years of age, Mr. Esbeck started working for his own
support. He would get up early and get the farmers' stock and stake
them out to grass. Then he would have to water them and move them to
fresh grazing plots. He said that consequently he had 1little or no
schooling and wasn't too good at writing or reading. "But I can figure
with any of them in my head", he concluded.

In 1946 Lars Esbeck died at the age of 97 years and 11 months at
the home of his daughter, Sena, four miles south east of Elk Horn. At
the time of his death he was survived by eight children, 31 grandchild-
ren, 45 great-grandchildren, and 1 great-great grandchild. A rough
count of his descendants to date stands at 260.
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CHRISTINA and LARS N. ESBECK

WEDDING PICTURE 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
1874 1924

Lars and his horse '"Burt"

In front of their Elk Horn (approximately 1915)
home - 1925
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LARS N. ESBECK'S 90th BIRTHDAY

GREAT GRAND CHILDREN IN ATTENDANCE

November 1, 1938
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TRIBUTE TO LARS AND CHRISTINA ESBECK

Written by Thelma Esbeck Wehde
1983

This is approximately the one hundreth anniversary of the Esbeck
farm. The founders, Lars and Christina, formerly owned and farmed near
Bear Grove in Guthrie County, Iowa. Lars sold that farm in 1882. He
had already purchased 120 acres in Oakfield Township, Audubon County,
Iowa for $10.00 an acre. The interest rate on loans at that time was
25% but Lars found a banker who was content with 12% interest.

Lars' father, Niels, moved to Oakfield Township from Guthrie County
in 1881. His wife, Metta Marie, Lars' mother had died in 1880 in Guthrie
County, at the age of 71, and was burled in the Elk Horn Cemetery. Niels
built a home about a mile north of Lars and Christina's farm. When he
was 83, he married a second time to a neighbor, Mrs. Boose. This marriage
was annulled after a few months.

Christina's parents, Ane Kjarstine and Anders Sorensen, also lived
in Oakfield Township. Their farm was just across the road from Lars'
new home which Knud Hansen helped bulld. Because they lived so close,
Willle Esbeck has many fond memories of Christina's parents, Willie's
grand parents. Anders, Christina's father was a very religious and de-
vout Adventist. Psalm 119: 12-16 certainly applies to his life.

"Oh how I love thy law! It is my meditation all the day,

Thy commandments made me wiser than mine enemiess

For they are ever with me.

I have more understanding than all my teachers;

For thy testimonies are my meditation.

I understand more than the aged, because I have kept thy precepts.

I have refrained my feet from evil way, that I might observe thy word.
I have not turned aside from thine ordinances; for thou hast taught me.
How sweet are thy words unto my taste!

Yea sweeter than honey to my mouth!

Through thy precepts I get understanding:

Therefore I hate every false way." King James Version

Anders had built a small chapel in the grape arbor west of their home.
In his later years this is where he would pray and meditate on God's word
most of the day. When his little grandson, Wallace Sornson, had been
naughty he would always run to the chapel, there he knew he'd be safe with
Grandpa. Anders was also a noted bee keeper. He never used netting when
working with the bees. He would pick the bees up with his bare hands. If
he found one that was barely moving, he would put it in his hand and blow
on it until it would start flying.

Willie remembers his grandmother sitting in the east room of the house
with a basket of apples. She would cut the apple in half and serve each
person only half an apples Christina, Willie's mother must have inherited
this same trait. Altha Marquesen Barr, a granddaughter, remembers that
Christina always served sliced apples to her guests.
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Lars and Christina were married in a double wedding ceremony with
her sister, Anna Kristine and Carl Nelson. They were married on July 19,
1874, at a church in Atlantic, Iowa. Christina was almost 19 and Lars
was almost 26. Both had many talents and thelr personalities compliment-
ed each other. She was a marvelous cook and housekeeper and did lots of
entertaining for her gregarious husband. He was always inviting someone
for a meal or hiring another Danish immigrant as a hired man. The Danish
immigrants liked to work for Lars during the winter so they could go to
the Oakfield Township School and learn to speak English., Lars also had
a small farmhouse south of his home where he let people stay till they
were financially able to start on their own.

When they first bought the Oakfield Township farm in 1881 the land
was a wilderness. Lars was noted for planting trees, and he especlally
1iked walnut trees. He used red cedar for windbreaks, and hedge apple
(Osage ora.n@-trees were used as fences. Later generatlons of Esbecks
have used these walnut trees to make valued pleces of furniture.

Lars was known as a very skilled horse trader. His grandson, Leonard

Johnson, remembers his mother, Anna, telling about Lars leaving on Monday
morning with his well-tralned horse and dog. He would ride to Smith Lake,
Gates, or someplace and trade a horse for two cows and then ride on and
trade for more livestock at another place. He would return late on Wed-
nesday with the livestock. He used his horse and dog to help him move
the stock from one place to another. One of the favorite stories told
about him was related by his granddaughter, Ramona Esbeck. Lars had been
to a sale and later stopped at a cafe in Kimballton, He met C. C. Nelson
and T. G. Jensen, and they wanted to know what he bought. Lars said,
"I bought a couple of grays". T. G. wanted to know if he'd trade the
two grays for a horse. The bargain was made, but the two grays turned
out to be two gray geese! The deal was settled when Lars later agreed
to give T. G. the two geese plus a keg of beer.

Lars was often consulted to declde the soundness of a horse. Pete
Esbeck wanted to buy a company stallion from a man in Kimballton. They
asked $1,100.00 for the horse. When Lars checked it for Peter, he found
1t had a ring bone starting on one leg. Lars advised his brother, "At
that price, you should be buying a sound and healthy horse”. That stopped
the sale. The seller was mad but Peter was thankful. Lars was very good
at training and breaking horses for riding and for harness work. Willie
remembers that he had two really nice grey ponles that hadn't been broken.
Lars broke them in a hurry when he had a chance to trade them for 160
acres in Nebraska., When Lars went to Nebraska to check it out, he found
that it only had a sod house on it and no other buildings. When he re-
turned, he heard there was someone in Exira who wanted to move west. Lars
went to talk to him and traded the land in Nebraska for a flour mill in
Exira., Of course, Lars eventually traded the flour mill and made about
$5,000.00 on the deal. This was typical of hls many intelligent dealings
in land as well as livestock.

Christina was a very quiet, generous person. She gave of herself to
her family and friends without the least concern over who would get the
glory. There 1s a Bible passage which describes her characteristics. It
is Proverbs 31: 25-31.

"She is a woman of strength and dignity, and has no fear of old age.
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wWhen she speaks, her words are wise, and kindness is the rule for
everything she says. She watches carefully all that goes on through-
out her household, and is never lazy. Her children stand and bless
her; so does her husband. He pralses her wilth these words: There
are many fine women in the world, but you are the best of them all.
Charm can be deceptive and beauty doesn't last, but a women who
fears and reverences God shall be greatly praised. Pralse her for
the many fine things she does. These good deeds of hers shall bring
her honor and recognition from even the leaders of the nations."”
Living Bible

Lars and Christina were blessed with nine healthy children. Nels,
Anna, Mary, and Andrew respectively were born on their farm in Guthrie
County. After the move to Oakfield Townshilp - Sena, William, Emma, Clara,
and Violet respectively were born at the family farm home. Their eldest
son Nels died in 1889 at the age of thirteen.

Lars would often take Andrew and Willie to Omaha, Nebraska, to the
cattle sales. They would spend the night with some of the Danish immigr-
ants in Omaha who had once worked as hired hands for Lars. On one trip
Lars and Willie stopped to see T. R. Westrup who lived between Kimballton
and Harlan, He ralsed Shorthorn cattle. Willie remembered that Westrup
had the world's record, at that time, for having sold the highest priced
individual cow. It had sold for $3,000.00.

Lars and Drace Sornson, his brother-in-law, started a sorghum mill.
There was a blg demand for honey and sorghum as sweeteners at that time.
They planted sorghum and harvested the tops of the plants for chicken feed.
The stalk was run through a grinder. The collected julce was boiled down
to create the sorghum sweetener, Carl Nelson helped them build the mill
and weld the huge boller pans.

Lars loaned farmers heifers to raise. The farmers would get the milk
and half of the calves born to the heifers. This meant that Lars would
accumulate a large number of calves. At one time he had two hundred calves
out on loan.

While he only had a third grade education, Lars was very good at
mathematics. He could figure faster in his head than most people could
on paper., He had a very good memory of Bible verses. When Willle was
studying for confirmation class, Lars could finish the Bible verse Willie
was trylng to learn.,

Violet and Clara, the two youngest and unmarried daughters, moved to
Elk Horn with Lars and Christina in 1910. Lars and Christina bought one
of the ten-acre plots avallable in Elk Horn. People could move to town
and keep a team of horses, a couple of milk cows, and a few chickens. The
first home they owned in Elk Horn was by the rallroad tracks on the south
side of town. After they had moved to the east part of town the home on
the south side burnt.

Birthdays were always a grand occasion. It was a time for family
and friends to get together and celebrate. Lars' birthday was November 1,
This was the day before election and provided an excuse for special cele-
ration. Lars was noted for making and serving good home-made wine, On

his 90th birthday he gave all his grandchildren and their spouses a silver
dollar,
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On July 19, 1924, Lars and Christina were both in good health and
their children planned a speclal golden wedding celebration. It was held
on the lawn of the home farm, now the home of Willle and Sena Esbeck.
There were elght children and spouses, 30 grandchildren and one great-
grandchild, plus 250 other relatives and friends in attendance. A hugh
tent was placed on the lawn north of the farm home. The tables were de-
corated with gold and white streamers and individual favors were made
for everyone. The waltresses wore matching gold and white aprons. Even
the food carried out the white and gold theme. Carrots and white cucum-
bers, white cherrles, white and gold cakes, and ice cream wafers were
served, A large stalk of golden bananas hung in the center of the tent.
The tent served as a dining room for the three course supper. One hun-
dred twenty-five people could be seated at one time.

Thelma Esbeck Wehde also remembers that Grandpa Lars would stop at
the home farm with bananas after he had been to Atlantic. Bananas were
a rare treat at that time. Lars always carried candy corn to give to
his grandchildren.

The grandchildren all vividly recall the family Christmas gatherings.
A huge Christmas tree was hidden from view until Christmas Eve. Each
grandchild would receive a large mesh stocking filled with nuts, apples,
and oranges and a silver dollar hidden in the toe. The evening ended
with lots of conservation and games for the grandchildren and food for
all!

Christina passed away at her home in Elk Horn on July 28, 1926,
at 70 years of age after a stroke which had left her paralyzed for a
brief period preceding her death. Lars lived another 20 years, passing
away on October 6, 1946, He was within 25 days of being 98 years of age.
Lars 1lived the last few years with hils daughter, Sena Mardesen, and pass-
ed away at her home 4 miles south east of Elk Horn. They were members of
the Elk Horn Lutheran Church and are buried in the Elk Horn Lutheran
cemetery.,

Christina and Lars probably have more descendants than many young
Danes who left their homeland in the nineteenth century. Eight of their
children 1lived long and fruitful lives. At the present time Violet Esbeck
Petersen, age 90, and William Esbeck, age 97, are still living. As of
this date, June 1983, there are approximately 340 direct descendants of
Christina and Lars Esbeck.
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LARS N, ESBECK FAMILY

-
Back row - Willie and Mary 1503
Front row - Sena and Andrew
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